The construction of life or survivorship and fertility tables is a prerequisite to the study of the dynamics and life history strategies of any population [Wilson 1971 , Varley et al 1973 , Stearns 1976 . For the vespine social wasps the construction of such tables requires data relating to the survivorship of queens and colonies as well as that relating to queen production by colonies as a measure of fertility. Since natural selection operates on the differential survival and reproduction of queens and their colonies these components can be considered as measures of colony fitness.
